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HEMORANDUM FOR . Deputy Directer {Research)
SUBIROT i &tatus af Deployment,

25X1

1. “his memorandum copta
Director (Reesesrch) in W‘zﬁ&‘! recomusadstion for approval by tie Deputy

3¢ At present, no U.O'sg ka
cYRft are mow at [ ' loyed to } Wt tvo agr. 25X1A
L_ : tndergolag sertain modi fications,
It 1s saticipated thege aireraft

3. Before deploying the 54C U.2*,
averrlight operstions, it ig WM‘*:F foll wl wﬁtt&g tmh:a

¢x The AC U-2's are mot sterile aircraft from counter
intelligence potnt of view in that ?;:m; wmtsaw |

USAF review(s) completed.
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eguipments in the aireraft have standsrd Alr Foree imepection
plates and merkings which would bs Righly inerimisating in the
gvent of mishap. while the mere resdlly accessible of these
con be removed without diffieculty, to properly steriilse these
aircraft for overflight operations would be a time-consuming
and oxpeusive undertaking. wWhile ia truth there is no sach
thing as = completely sterile alvcraft, the Ageacy U-2's heve
undergme 2 much move effective face 1ifting oa thls score than
is possible now with the 3aC vehlcies.

%. Altbough 1t is estimated that the Communist air defense capabllity
in dorth ¥iet Ham iz sxtremely limited snd at present wholly incapable of
interfering with {/-2 pesetrations, thers is always the possibility that the
sninese Communists could move in high performence fighters vhich might provide
a limited cepability for intercept. In such an instance, the higher perforasnce
25X1 | " |of the Agency U-2's could consiitute
; the mergin vhich vould insure suyvival.

. Tt is recognized that im & situation of sufficlent gravity, the
foregoing considerations might justifiably be subordinated to urgent require-
ments, and we might heve uo sltermative 1o using 5aC U-2's %o supplement our
existing capability. However, in light of present requirements and projected
frequency of overflights as govermed by climstology a% this time of yoar, it
appears likely that the three Agsacy aireraft currentiy avallable [ ]
will prove sdequate %o satisfy oo current recomaissance regquirements in 25X1A
North Yiet Ham, as wsll as the China Mainland.

7. Tuls paper does nOt presuxe to sessas the political expediency, or
even dssiredbility, of opersting U-2's from the Pallippines at a time when
ouy relations with that country are umupually semsitive. ihe Department of
state has explored this aspect of the problem, and conocurs in advieing the
President of the Philippines of the forthcoming deployment.

} H« PRecompendation: Spcommend that a final decision on the deployment
| and commitment of 5AC U-2's to overflight operations be feferred until
25X1A immediately pricr to their scheduled depsrture | | at which

Q time the decision $o deploy should be predicated on:

2. A critieal re-sssessment of the gravity of the situstimn
in Sorth Viet Ham.

b 4 new 1sal of the scope and significance of the
wuild-up opposite 25X1A
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¢. Confirmation that assets currently availedble [ | 25X1A
are inadeguate to satisfy the iatelligence collection re¢uiremonts
extant at that tize.

JAMED 4. CUBBIINGHAM; J:.
Acting Assistant Director
{Special Activities)

APPROVED: Let's keep this An Agency matter until the
/s/ time of decision is at hand. However, DD/I,
DD/P should be alerted to provide necessary
Herbert Scoville inputs at that time. (Decision to go has
e - > e alresady been made so what we are talking
HERBERT W* JR. sbout is a reconsideration.
Deputy Divector
(Research}
Bistridbution:
1 - BAIL/08A
2,3 - ﬁ/ §§
4 - PAB/CEA
5 = AR/UBA
6 - OBfosA
T = 5B/08A
4 ~ SREOSA
g = RXf%
saLfosa]  |mg 25X1A
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